William Goyens 1838 Land Petition

From: William goyens, ‘J\facogcfocﬁes County, to Texas Legis[ature, 1838
To the Hon: the Senate and House cf Rejoresenmtives (yf the CREJouB[icE of Texas in Congress Assembled :

The Petition qf William Goyens (yf the County of Nacogcfocﬁes and ’Rejouﬁficlé @Coresaic{ would most resyecgfu[[y
show and represent unto your Honorable iBoc[y, that he is unfoﬂunate[y a man cf colour—And consequentfy
his rigﬁts and interests have not in his humble opim’on, been so reserved and Jorotecteaf ﬁy the genem[ Laws qf
the CReyuﬁ[icE in relation to the interests herein aﬁer mentioned, as the n’gﬁts of others whose colour is cﬁﬁferent
from his.—That he emt’grated to this fRepuBﬁcE in the year 1820. That from Jaecuﬁar circumstances which it is
now too tedious to mention, not witﬁsmna(ing he was born free, he has all most been compe[fecf, twice to Jourcﬁase
that ﬁeecfom ﬁy his hard & honest labour—That from the date of his emigration he has ever been ic&mt{fiea[
with the fee[ings and interest of the illng[o American popufation And has born his humble part in their
strugg[es—

That he has had the honour to obtain some what the conficﬁmce qf his superiors and has to the best cf his feeﬁ&z
aﬁi[ity for the last five years, been more or less engagecf in puﬁ(icé services connected with the Indians and for
the last two yea[rjs he has had the honour to have been ajopointeaf a regufar Indian ﬂgent—for the Cherokee
Tribe—And trusts that he has c[iscﬁargecf that agency with satisfaction to those who have emjofoyecf him and
Eenefit to his cuntry—‘f hat Jum’ng the war he has the satisfaction to know that he contributed to its support,
By furnisﬁing horses _provisions and money—Sma[[ as may have been these services tﬁey were at least eclua[ to
his aﬁi[ity—‘f hat he has a famify of children & a wife whom he has endeavoured to support with respecmﬁiﬁty
and ﬁcwing also some servants, he cermin[y ﬁ[fs the recluisitions qf the law in Being the head of a fami[y—ﬂm[
as he thinks consequentfy under the Colonization Law entitled to Land—He has however made no ap})[ication
tﬁmfor since he has reason to fear from the pecufiar provisions of the late land law his a}ap[ication would be
rq’ected—‘]—lé has never at any previous }aem’oaf, obtained Land as a Colonist or other wise except 6y fair

}mrcﬁase for a valuable consideration—

Under all the circumstances he ventures tﬁetfore to make this his first a})}afication 6efore your Honorable ’Boc[y
that a League & Labor of Land may be gmntecf him as a Head Rigﬁt and that a Law may be passed to that
eﬁfect in his fm/our—ii(mf in Juty he would ever pray &c. [signed] William Goyens
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